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At Liceul Teoretic “Scoala Europeana Bucuresti” 
the English language plays a major role, mostly 

because of our love for English culture and 
civilization. Once a student here, English becomes 

our second mother tongue, and so we �nd 
ourselves thinking, dreaming, writing, reading and 

playing in English. 

Reading in English is like stepping into a fantasy 
world, discovering ourselves, while identifying 

with various characters, as well as feeling in 
English. Joy, sadness, fear, trust and betrayal 

become partners of our soul, giving us the chance 
to grow a little every day.

However, it’s not just the books that we read, but 
everything else… the music we like, the �lms we 
enjoy, the places we travel to… that make us who 

we are.

So, come! Come with us on our English journey 
and discover the English culture through our eyes, 

the students who study at SEB!

Enjoy this year’s “Bits and Pieces”!
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I am Ana. I live in a house with my family and 
my dog, Max.  I am a playful child with a secret 
dream: to explore the universe.  
Right now, I am working on something 
important. I am building a spaceship.
Time passed by very quickly. I finished my 
spaceship. I became the first and youngest 
woman to have flown in space. 
I remember my first mission on Mars. It was 
breathtaking. My friends, Michael and John 
were already there. Maybe, one day we’ll 
come back!
On our way back home, I saw a huge 
spaceship full of cute little green creatures. 
They were waving at me. I was the only one 
who saw them. When I told my friends about 
them, they didn’t believe me! 
Now, I don’t know what to believe. Was it just 
my imagination?
I guess, I’ll find out on my next mission!

Powers: She can get a magic 
bubblegum Pegasus out of her 
magic wand. She can make 
bubblegum trampolines. She 
can call a flock of bubblegum 
flamingos. She can make magic 
dust out of candy floss. She can 
give herself wings.
She’s really good at riding a 
bubblegum Pegasus because 
she can control it with her wand. 
She’ good at creating bubblegum 
trampolines because they help 
her touch the sky.
She’s good at annoying the 
Queen of Cavities because she is 
her enemy.
Here’s one of her adventures:
One day she was sitting down on 
her comfy bubblegum armchair 
when she heard a noise. The 
queen of Cavities attacked her 
kingdom again.
“Oh, no!” she said. Then, she 

went out of her palace and she 
said the following:
“Metamorphosis!” After that 
a magic bubblegum Pegasus 
appeared. She sat on the saddle, 
took the bridle and went straight 
to the Queen of Cavities.
The Queen of Cavities took all the 
teeth away of a poor little lollipop 
and the teeth of other sweets 
which lived in the bubblegum 
kingdom. The lollipop was really 
sad and was crying. The Queen 
of Bubblegum stopped and gave 
brand new teeth to the sad lollipop.
Then the Bubblegum Princess got 
really angry and fought the Queen 
of Cavities.
After a long fight, the Queen of 
Cavities quit.
Everybody shouts: “Hurray!”
The Bubblegum Queen offers 
new teeth to all the sweets and 
everybody lives happily ever after.

A Journey in Space

The Princess of Bubblegum
MODERN HEROES AND THEIR SUPERPOWERS

By rina orhoianu  ana prea, A

By Sonia P tru, A

I had just planted a few carrots, a lot of 
tomatoes and some potatoes.
Later on, I went to bed as I was extremely 
tired after helping grandpa in the garden 
the whole day.
When I woke up the next day, I went to the 
garden to check on my veggies and I had 
the surprise of my life: they were all full of 
chocolate.
Well... no, actually they were made of 
chocolate. My grandpa was red with anger 
because we couldn’t sell them to the 
market.
But I came up with a brilliant idea....to open 
a candy shop!

My Magic Garden!
By Siena liescu, B
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Icy fingers gripped my arms in the darkness. 
I was shaking with fear while a tear went 
streaming down my face. I didn’t know what to 
do. Those powerful hands grasped my arms 
even tighter.
All of a sudden, I struggled to get out of the 
clutch. The demonic creature lost its control 
over me. I started running after I had felt that 
I was released. I ran faster than ever. While 
I was sprinting, I heard a demented laughter 
which made me realise the brute was coming 
for me.
I could distinguish some chairs and a table 
into the gloom. I desperately hid under a 
chair. As I tried to contain myself, I heard the 
creature grunt and wheeze loudly.
„Wake up Lucy!” I heard a familiar voice. It 
was my mum.
„What is it?” I replied, relieved that everything 
was over.
„You started sleepwalking again!” exclaimed 
my mother.

Once upon a time, it was a 
little settlement. It was a wolf 
community. There was a wolf called 
Bob in this community. Everyone 
called him Bobby because he was 
small. Bobby fancied so much his 
grandpa. His grandpa lived far 
away in the forest. One night, his 
dad told him to visit his grandpa. 
He gave him some raw meat and 
blood pudding.
When Booby left, it was pitch 
dark, the wind was bawling. 
Because it was fall, leaves 
were rustling, and crickets were 
chirruping.
Bobby needed to cross a big 
field before he reached the forest. 
As he was crossing the field, he 
had an unexpected meeting. He 
met a hunter. The hunter wanted 
to kill him for his fur. However, 
the hunter was pretty dumb, so 
Bobby escaped.
Soon he arrived at his grandpa. 

His grandpa has a lush garden. It 
was teatime. Wolves have teatime 
at 5 a.m instead of 5 p.m.
They had tea and then they called 
it a night and went to bed.
In this time, the hunter followed 
the wolf’s footprints. The 
hunter had a shiny gun and a 
Texan accent. The hunter was 
determined to catch the wolf 
this time, so he walked with a 
thudding sound.
Because of the thudding, the 
wolves woke up. The got up 
and went to the door. Grandpa 
wolf got his gun to defend his 
grandson. Bobby howled as his 
blood ran cold in his veins. Bobby 
was trembling.
The hunter broke the door. 
Grandpa instantly shot and killed 
the hunter.
Grandpa wolf invited all his family 
to a feast, and they spent great 
times together.

a e up

Blue Riding ood
REINTERPRETED TALES

By Carina Ri ea, C

By Maia Alim nescu, 5B

There is a fountain, with an Angel.
There’s an Ice cream Maker.
The little llama asks for a strawberry and 
lemon ice cream. Then, she goes home 
and takes a nap…
Then, she wakes up and goes to ballet.
Is it true? I don’t know!
Llama in Ballet shoes?

A little llama
Class C
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Once there was a girl named Elely. 
She worked for a madam who had 
plunged her soul with fear and anger 
as a child. This madam had the name 
and wore the clothes of a respected 
woman, but  her soul was like a river, 
which, if touched, would drown the 
one who dared. Elely had touched 
her soul a long time ago and her body 
was still there, trapped in the river. 
The madam had taken control over 
her body and mind, like a puppet tied 
with strings. She always had that 
horrifying smirk stuck on her face, like 
a band aid to cover up her cracks. 
One day she came to work as always. 
The kids on the street were staring 
at her like at a crooked monster. 
She entered the horrifying mansion 
that was waiting like a creature in 
the dark, catching everything that 
was trespassing. She put on a black 

apron and a white hat on her head. 
The madam was in her room, having 
breakfast. She instantly threw a look 
at her, like fidgeting an arrow at a bird. 
“You peasant shall come here at 
once!” she shouted as if she had 
stepped on a needle.
“Yes, madam”, she whispered like an 
angel from above.
“You shall now have a sad face to 
follow everything”.
“I can’t…”
“You liar! Liar!”
“I can’t! You said I was broken and 
that I was a trouble.”
“You shall not lie from now on… it 
would be like you have your own 
emotions…”
Elely thought about asking “why 
not?”, but remained silent and 
left work early. As a child she felt 
frustrated. All the things she was told 

to do she had done. But she never 
even thought about doing what she 
wanted. And the thought of something 
new scared her. Elely started to 
dismiss it, but it drove her crazy and 
one day she tried to erase the smile 
with water, yet it didn’t go away. She 
had a curse thrown upon her. The 
following day she was outside, on her 
way to work, when she tripped and 
fell. Suddenly a girl approached her 
and helped her get up. She wasn’t 
frightened of her smile… Elery, who 
was really shy, said hello. 
We, humans, have free will over our 
body, but no one should ever control 
your emotions, because in the end 
they control them and you feel the 
pain. You should never let anyone 
do something that causes you pain. 
Be true to yourself and only be sad 
when you feel it.  

A Painted Smile
By Sofia Barbu, 5A
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Two months had passed 
since the accident, and the 
only thing Richard had had 
on his mind ever since was 
Annie’s horrifying scream 
followed by the sight of 
her lifeless body in the 
passenger’s seat.
 For him, days felt like weeks 
and weeks felt like months, 
and yet it felt as if it hadn’t 
even happened. He was still 
hoping Annie would show 
up at his doorstep, whining 
about some stupid thing. 
He was terribly missing 
everything about her, her 
mannerisms, her awful, 
almost inedible cooking, the 
way her eyes lit up when 
she laughed, even the way 
she clenched her jaw when 
she was angry. 
He felt guilty for her 
death. He was driving, so 
it must’ve been his fault, 
right? In reality, it wasn’t 
but in his head he was the 
one who had killed her. His 
only wish was to see her 
one last time and tell her 
how much he loved her. So 
he decided to do it, maybe 
it was madness to want to 
talk to a dead person, but 
he couldn’t care less. He 
searched for all the self-
called witches, shamans, 
people who claimed to 

have supernatural powers 
and tried his luck with them, 
but to no result. He had 
given up his job, spent all 
his money on these people, 
but he still didn’t want to 
admit it was all over. 
One day, when he was 
wandering aimlessly around 
the park, he was stopped 
by an old lady. Without a 
word, she looked up to him, 
smiled warmly, and placed 

a round azure-coloured 
stone in his hand. Richard 
didn’t even get to react, 
as the lady seemingly 
just vanished into thin air. 
Confused, he headed back 
home. As he was looking 
at the stone, he realized 
that this peculiar encounter 
might help him get to Annie. 
He clutched the stone in 
his hand, thinking about 
her. Nothing happened. 
Disappointed, he threw the 
stone onto the bed and 
forgot about it. 
However, that night, when 
he woke up for a glass of 
water, Annie was there, 
dressed in her white 
nightgown, going on about 
how stupid her boss was. 
Everything seemed normal, 
except for her eyes, which, 
unlike their usual green 

hue, were now azure blue. 
Richard couldn’t believe 
his eyes, he started crying 
and telling her how sorry 
he was. She smiled faintly 
and hugged him, ‘Stupid, 
it’s okay. It wasn’t your 
fault. Besides, what are you 
doing with your life now? 
Pull yourself together!‘, 
Richard chuckled - oh, 
how he missed her 
annoying voice. He wanted 
to say more things to her, 
but she seemed to be 
fading away. Before she 
disappeared completely, 
three quiet words left her 
mouth ‘I love you ‘. 
Richard woke up with tears 
in his eyes. So, the stone 
had worked… who would’ve 
thought? And he knew no 
one would believe him if he 
tried to tell its story.

Phantom of a lover
By Rebeca Guli, 8C

11

STORIES & POEMS



Once upon a time, there was a snowflake that 
had fallen from the sky and wanted to rest.
First, he saw a tree and asked if he could 
sit on it, but the tree declined because the 
snowflake was too cold.
Then, he saw a crow sitting on the branch of 
the tree he had seen earlier. The snowflake 
asked once again if he could sit on the crow 
and rest. But the crow declined because the 
snowflake was too bright.
The snowflake continued his way. He saw a 
balloon. So, he asked the balloon if he could sit 
and rest on it, but again, the balloon declined 
because the snowflake was too prickly.
The snowflake was still falling and trying to find 
someone or something to rest on. The snowflake 
saw a window. And he asked if he could sit just 
a little bit and rest. But the window declined, like 
always, the snowflake was too watery.
The snowflake saw a flower and he asked the 
flower the same thing. But the flower refused 
because the snowflake was too heavy.
The snowflake already lost faith when he saw 
a kitten. He asked the kitten if he could sit and 
rest on it. The kitten accepted.
The snowflake was so happy, he could not 
believe it!

Daniel was looking forward to 
going into the library. He was a 
schizophrenic, he deserted from the 
army, poor guy was shell-shocked. 
He was fit, middle aged, blonde 
and tall. He loved reading but he 
had to go undercover, so he won’t 
be trialed by court martial.
The downside of his life was that 
he was a wanted criminal. He liked 
to shoot people and then dispose 
their bodies in the Thames. 
As he entered the library, he felt 
the cold rusty handle slipping 
through his hand, he left the book 
on the main desk and left. Daniel 
was his cover-up name; he wasn’t 
a deserter nor a schizophrenic. His 
true identity was Joseph Muller, 
a German spy and his mission 
was to kill as many officers as he 
could. As he left the library, he saw 
a captain of the British army. He 
followed him till the London Bridge 
where he quickly pulled out his 
P-08 Luger put the suppressor 

on and put two bullets in the back 
of the captain’s neck. At that time 
Nazi Germany was losing the war, 
so Joseph was sent to kill as many 
commanding officers as he could. 
Suddenly he heard two soldiers 
coming towards him. 
“Oi, mate, this is a restricted 
area!”, the soldier cried while 
aiming his riffle at Joseph. Joseph 
cheated death by seconds, he 
shot the soldiers and ran away. 
His victory was short lived, out of 
nowhere a jeep stopped close to 
him. As he was on London Bridge 
there was no escape…
Four soldiers got out of the jeep 
and demanded him to surrender. 
Joseph shot one in the head. After 
a second one of the soldiers shot 
his riffle, the muzzle flash stunned 
Joseph, he felt sick, he felt 
excruciating pain. His corpse fell, 
crashing down into the Thames. 
Joseph Muller, the renowned 
assassin was no more.

The worm was wriggling through 
the soil, but suddenly hit what 
seemed to be a wall. It tried going 
right, left and then down, but the 
wall didn’t seem to end, so the 
worm decided to come up to the 
surface. The wall rose only 1 cm 
above the ground. Although it 
didn’t have any eyes, the worm 
could sense that it was night time, 
but suddenly it became daytime!

Jamie was standing at the 
doorway, “Dad, I’m going fishing, 
I’m taking your gear!” He went 
into the storage room, turned on 
the lights and took the fishing rod. 
In the corner, on a shelf, there 
was a big flower pot with a worm 
wriggling out of it. “Looks like it’s 
my lucky day!” said Jamie, quickly 
grabbed the worm, threw it in the 
bait box and rushed out.

The Snowfla e

The Worm

The inal ncounter

A WINTER STORY

Retold by aria Copos, C

By Tania allos, C

By Mihai ilip, 6A
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I never knew what hit me. One 
moment I was minding my own 
business in the schoolyard, keeping 
tabs on my social media accounts, 
the next I was surrounded by 
people looking around in panic. 
They were all looking at me which 
confused me terribly, and when 
one of the people surrounding 
me pointed at me and yelled:” 
It is him!” I dashed out of the 
schoolyard and started running 
down the streets of Florence.
The big crowd of people started 

following me to the main road. 
I managed to hide in a restaurant, 
turned on my phone and started 
scanning the media. It was an 
essential report that a kid had 
stolen from the president’s wife’s 
purse. Also, there was a picture 
of me there, front page of an 
article. I started crying in fear and 
then yelled:
“I am her son and I was just 
taking a chewing gum from there 
and forgot it in my school bag!” 
What a misunderstanding!

Jack was looking forward to going 
into the old library. He opened the 
rusty door to find an empty room. The 
books had fallen, the windows were 
shattered into pieces and there were 
many spiders. Jack wandered into the 
next room. He noticed this room was 
creepier than the one before. 
The room was dark, and Jack couldn’t 
see anything, but there was a light in 
the deep side of the room, it was tiny, 
but Jack rushed to it. The light came 
from the next room. He opened the 

door. He realised that he was in the 
bathroom. It smelled horrible. All the 
bathroom doors were open but one. 
He slowly and carefully opened the 
closed door. He was frightened. There 
was a dead body! The dead person 
was covered in blood. Jack ran to the 
next room.
The next room had to be the librarian’s 
room. In the center of the back wall it 
was a portrait of a woman. She had 
long black hair and eyes deeper than 
a black hole. She was wearing a long 

white dress. She looked like a sensitive 
woman. There was another woman next 
to her who looked just like her, only that 
she wore a white dress, covered in red 
spots of blood. Jack thought they were 
related somehow for they looked the 
same. When he spotted a door, he ran 
out of the building.
Now he was outside…he was looking 
at the grand trees when he noticed 
that the woman in the portrait was 
standing right in front of him with a 
knife in her hand.

T  P RS

The haunted library

By Maria Bragarea, C

By Patricia Glodeanu, 6A
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It was weekend when, I just woke up 
and had breakfast. After that I went 
to my room to work on my history 
homework. It was a big project about 
dinosaurs which represented 50% of 
our grade. I asked my friend, Sonia 
if she could help, she replied she 
may come later. As I was thinking 
about the project, my dark brown 
door creaked open. It was Sonia! I 
let her in and started thinking how 
we could make my project better. 
Finally, she had an idea: “How about 
going into the creepy woods?” she 
exclaimed. “Are you sure about that? 
I heard people entered the forest and 
never came back!” I explained. After 
we mumbled and thought about this 
idea, we decided that it would be ok 
if we took a peek into the forest, just 
till some ideas hit me… So, I took the 

biggest paper that I found, a handful 
of colorful markers, my phone, some 
bottles of water and a lot of healthy 
snacks. I stuffed with my slim hands 
all the things that I found useful into a 
tiny backpack, I told my parents that 
we’re going for a walk and we were 
gone.
I was quickly tired because the sun 
was like an oven and my backpack 
was pretty heavy, but we were lucky 
that the forest was close and soon 
we could breathe fresh air and see 
the peak of The Old Mountain in 
the distance. The sun became tiny 
behind the trees that were taller than 
skyscrapers and lots and lots of birds 
were flying above us. You could even 
see the famous Dark Caves which 
people said existed before the first 
human. We found a big rock and we 

heard a roar. It was so strong that it 
produced an earthquake. We instantly 
knew it was time to go! But it was 
too late: a massive beast appeared 
right in front of us. The animal had 
a long tail, tiny hands, huge feet 
with big claws and a large head. It 
had something it its mouth, too. In a 
gulp the creature inside his mouth 
vanished. We knew we were in great 
danger. The creature gave us a glance 
and the it gave another loud roar. It 
bent its head towards us and just in 
time I realized it was a dinosaur. It 
sniffed us and then stepping on the 
ground with its huge feet he ran away.
At night we finally arrived home and 
finished the project. The next day I  
got the highest mark in my class and 
the teacher congratulated me, but this 
was an experience I’ll never forget.

The giant dinosaur
By Maria Merticaru, 6B
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It was a sunny day when Tom 
woke up in his apartment. Tom 
lived with his mother and his 
sister. It was early when he got 
up so everyone else was asleep. 
He tip-toed to the kitchen to have 
breakfast and scribbled a note to 
his mum saying that he went out 
for a stroll in the park. 
When Tom got back, he found a 
small bottle on the table. “I don’t 
think this was here before.”, he 
murmured. Suddenly his mom 
appeared. “Good morning!”, she 
mumbled, but the she stopped, 
staring at t did you find that?”, 
she asked. Tom hid the bottle 
and muttered the bottle Tom 
was holding “Where hat it was 
just water.  Suddenly the house 
started shaking as if it was an 
earthquake. Then, out of the blue 
the roof flew away and a big robot 
appeared. “Drink it, quick!”, his 
mother screamed. Tom looked 
at the bottle, the contents were 
unlike any I’d ever seen. He 
closed his eyes and drank it in 
one gulp.
Tom woke up in the jungle. He 
climbed one of the trees and 
found out that the jungle was not 

a jungle, but a carpet. Tom was 
scared. How could he be...? Ooo, 
yes! The carpet, the potion...The 
potion was a shrinking one. Then 
Tom heard his mother whining. 
He looked at her and realised 
that the big robot was still there 
looking for Tom and the strange 
bottle. Maybe I can shut it down 
from the control panel. So, Tom 
started running up the robot’s 
body until he found the control 
panel he was searching for. When 
accessed the panel he peered at 
the colourful cables. In the end, 
he decided to cut the red wire. 
The next day, he woke up with a 
heavy head, but back to normal.  
He was about to mumble to 
himself that he must have been 
hallucinating when he saw the 
bottle that shrank him rolling to 
his feet. He picked it up, there 
was a note on it saying that 
everything was real!!!! Tom slowly 
put the bottle back on the table 
while questions were roaming his 
head: Who wrote the note? Was 
the bottle meant to test him? Tom 
was desperate to find answers 
even if that meant to go through 
other tests.

The potion
By Vlad Toia, 6B
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By Maya amfir, A
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A drop of water in the ocean. 

That is everything my form begins to look like 
to me 

from the mirror across the bedroom
which I so helplessly loved and despised 

finding myself in
Night and day

Again and again.

A warm mist flows through the winter air 
like a cloud 

leaving the glass covered in handmade fog.
Who am I, really? 
Why am I here, 

a human, a monster who destroys the earth 
and 

souls of others, much like mine.
Yes, I’ve met people who were well conscious 

of their power of destruction 
Yet...

perfectly balanced by their creations. 
A human is nothing more than an amalgam of 

molecules - water, tissue,
everything that makes us what we see and still 

completely unrelated to who we are. 

Self- image, she said. 
The gateway to a parallel world holds the truth 

of our own, 
a world in which a girl is a woman and a boy 

is a man 
and we measure ourselves in violence, drugs 

and destruction. 
Where a girl is a woman and a boy is a man
and childhood innocence is long gone from 

the minds of our kind, 
the heart being dragged down with it. 

Fueled by what those desires are,
the desires of the ruined child who seeks 

premature adulthood. 
Sin. 

Why do I exist? 
The reason for which I am made of flesh is sin 

- everything revolves around it. 
Born in a world where everything confuses us 
where we’re told to act in a way, but shown to 

act another, 
where corruption and injustice lie higher than 

law itself.

A conversation with my reflection
By Mara Stincel, B P 

STORIES & POEMS

What is an apocalypse except a cleansing 
wave? 

What remains after a war? 
These questions drain my soul but never get 

answered, 
all due to the lack of energy from a life led in 

madness without a prescription,
without a diagnosis, where adolescents find 

the end of the road too soon.
For they fear they are mere drops of water in 

the ocean. 
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In the cloudy day
My family and I are moving today.

Maybe I don’t want because here are my 
precious days

If I told you, you would scream at me nights 
and days

Going to the airport took us days
Rats and spiders were all around me
And they would bite me every day.

Then, I was thinking about the days,
I decided to go

Out of my comfort zone
No one would say yes.

Important for people is the place they live in
More and more are displeased with the 

conditions
Making the decision to leave their country

Immigrating is the solution to many
Going maybe through tough times first,

Regrets might come later
And if you pass the hard times

Trying your best to accomplish your goals
It may change your life forever

Otherwise it might take a bad turn
Nobody can know the results

Immigration Immigration
By Radu Susai, A By Matei onescu, A

In a country with pollution
Money missing

Medical disasters
I wouldn’t like to live
Going away from it

Running very fast, going
Abroad to progress

To success
In my mind, 

Only one thought to leave
Never come back!

Immigration
By Tudor prea, A
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Seaweeds are green, 
Sharks are grey
Don’t swim now, 

There’s one over there!

Seaweeds are Green
Class B

STORIES & POEMS

Skies are blue, 
Bats are black
Don’t look up, 

There’s one on your hat. 

Corals are pink, 
Balloon fish are white

Don’t touch that or
You’re going to get a bite!

I like purple, 
I like the flowers, 

They are full of colours.

I like red, 
I like the fire,

But not with a tiger.

I like green, 
I like the frogs,

Like my sister when she hops.

I like blue, 
I like the water, 

I my glass bottle.

I like pink, 
I like the jellyfish, 

But please don’t put it on a dish.

S ies are Blue

Corals are Pin

 li e Rainbows

Class B

Class B

Class B
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Up on the mountains, 
Out between the trees, 

There are six dogs. 
Can you see? 

Up on the mountains, 
Out between the trees, 

There are two blue foxes. 
Can you see? 

Up on the mountains, 
Out between the trees, 
There are ten wolves. 

Can you see? 

Up on the mountains, 
Out between the trees, 

There is one goat. 
Can you see? 

Now there is a problem! 
Look at the mountain, 

There are too many monsters, 
Can you see?

Up on the haunted house, 
On top of the chimney, 

There are six red horses.
Can you see?

Up on the haunted house, 
On top of the chimney, 

There are eight green cats.
Can you see?

Up on the haunted house, 
On top of the chimney, 

There are ten yellow dogs.
Can you see?

Up on the haunted house, 
On top of the chimney, 

There are seven black goats.
Can you see?

Up on the haunted house, 
On top of the chimney, 

There is one white donkey.
Can you see?

Now wait, there’s a problem! 
Look at the chimney, 

There are too many animals! 
Can you see?

Who’s on the 
mountains?

Who’s on the chimney?

By avid Atanasoaei, 

By iana Van de aart, 
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Up on the witch’s house,
On top of a broom, 
There’s a black cat. 

Can you see?

Up on the witch’s house, 
On top of a broom, 

There’s a spider.
Can you see?

Up on the witch’s house, 
On top of a broom, 
There’s a vampire.

Can you see?

Up on the witch’s house, 
On top of a broom, 
There’s a monster.

Can you see?

Now, there’s a problem!
Look at the broom.

There are too many monsters, 
Can you see?

Who’s on the broom
By atia umitrescu, 

STORIES & POEMS

Out in the dark city, 
On an old roof, 
There’s a witch. 
Can you see?

Out in the dark city, 
On an old roof, 

There are two skeletons. 
Can you see?

Out in the dark city, 
On an old roof, 

There are three wolves. 
Can you see?

Out in the dark city, 
On an old roof, 

There are three zombies. 
Can you see?

Out in the dark city, 
On an old roof, 

There are six dogs. 
Can you see?

Out in the dark city, 
On an old roof, 

There are five ghosts.  
Can you see?

Now there’s a problem! 
Look at the roof.

There are too many 
monsters.

Can you see? 

By Bogdan Marasoiu, Who’s on the roof?
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Up on the moon, 
Out in the dark street. 

There’s a ghost.
Can you see?

Up on the moon, 
Out in the dark street. 

There are two werewolves.
Can you see?

Up on the moon, 
Out in the dark street. 

There are three witches.
Can you see?

Up on the moon, 
Out in the dark street. 

There are four haunted houses.
Can you see?

Now, there’s a problem!
Look at the dark street,

There are too many monsters.
Can you see?

What a story, what a story!
It could bring me only glory!

I love it how it sounds,
And that makes me race to the fluffy clouds.

I love how it looks,
Though it’s not as easy as it seems.
Sometimes happy, sometimes sad.

Don’t tell it to my dad!

It’s better when I eat and read.
To my world everybody leads.

I love you as you love me,
Together we’ll live happily!

Up on the moon

hat a wac y story

By Thea Ranaciu, 

By Bianca er, B
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Arian Jamali and Sine Gurdal 
interviewed Irina Ion, 
Economics and Business 
Teacher at IB Diploma 
Programme, about her years 
as a child and teenager in 
school and about her decision 
to became a teacher.
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Interviewing a teacher

Could you tell us about how you were as a high 
schooler?
Yes, of course. I was passionate about 
reading, grammar and mostly Spanish, a 
language that I studied for 12 years. I was 
looking for ways to differentiate myself, and 
these ways were mostly studying hard. I liked 
travelling and talking, especially talking to 
my best friends. I never liked to follow the 
masses…

Have you always wanted to be a teacher?
Yes, since early childhood. So you can guess 
what the preferred game was… yes, I have 
always wanted to be a teacher, with no 
doubts. 

What or who inspired you to become a teacher?
Nothing/Nobody really inspired me, I had an 
interior calling, which was simply there… I 
did admire my teachers, I always thought that 
teaching is challenging and interesting. 

Do you think being a teacher influences your 
parenting?
Yes, a lot. I think that I am quite aware of the 

importance of learning, and, at the same time, 
of the complexities of life and of the process 
of learning. On some occasions, I am less 
tolerant with childhood jests. Still, as any other 
parent, I find infinite resources to understand, 
support and love my children. I am trying to 
discover the strength, abilities and interests 
of my children and to improve their weak 
points. I am aware of how difficult it is to build 
a career in the knowledge-based society. And 
I am aware that in life many difficult situations 
appear and that we need to be equipped 
with resilience, wisdom, good friends and, of 
course, a supportive family. 

For how long have you been teaching and how 
was your first day as a teacher?
My first day of teaching was in October 2006, 
in a small and crowded room at The Academy 
of Economic Studies, in Bucharest. I was 
terribly stressed. I was also very, very young, 
as I had just finished my university studies. So, 
I’ve been teaching for 14 years.

As you teach in both the IB Program and the 
Romanian System, which one is more suitable 
and more efficient for students?
The IB. There is no comparison that can be 
made, although the word ‘efficient’ is not 
the best one. Of course, both suitability and 

nterview by Arian amali  Sine Gurdal, B P 

Mrs  rina on, conomics and Business teacher
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efficiency have to be judged against some 
objectives. So, it also depends on what 
the student’s objectives are. The Romanian 
system has a lot of good points and many 
weak points, among which we can think of 
the contents, the curricula and the lack of 
pragmatism and applicability. 

What improvements would you suggest to both 
academic systems?
Well, these answers could be so large that I 
could write a book on the subject. Actually, 
I wrote a book about improving educational 
systems two years ago, it’s called Educat-ing. 
For the Romanian system – less subjects to 
be taught, more hours per discipline, more 
freely chosen by the students. As for the 
IB, I’d say less content, perhaps even more 
applicability. 

Are you content with your job and with what 
you have achieved so far, if no, what would you 
like to achieve more and what would you like to 
change?
I am very content, but I do have plans that I am 
going to put in practice. I’m planning to spend 
more time in conducting research and I would 
like to carry it out in a formal context (i.e., in 
a project). I would like, in essence, to have a 
stronger impact on those that are in need. 

What is the key difference between ‘Economy’ 
and ‘Business Management’?
The correct form is ‘Economics’, this is the 
‘Economic Science’. ‘Economy’ refers to 
the economy of a country. Very different as 
disciplines, the same in practice… ‘Business 
Management’ is about what companies do, 
how they operate etc., whereas Economics is 
what happens at a national, regional or global 

level with issues such as economic growth, 
employment and unemployment, inflation and 
many other interesting issues. 

As all jobs are somewhat related to business, 
could you please give us some basic tips 
regarding this for us to consider in the future?
There are many things to consider…be more 
autonomous and self-motivated, be organized, 
be curious, plan, discover, work hard and have 
high targets. But do not forget that a good 
future is to be happy! 

Do you have any advice for the students who 
enroll in the IB program, more specifically the 
ones that choose Business Management as one 
of their core subjects?
Be prepared, there is a lot to work, be 
responsible and, again, autonomous! This is 
valid for all the subjects.
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Our pupils recommend 
books, movies, 
restaurants and games.
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BOOK REVIEWS
is ar  Materials  series 

by Phillip Pullman

This fantasy series, consisting of The Northern 
Lights, The Subtle Knife, The Amber Spyglass, 
presents the mysterious life of Lyra Belacqua, 
who lives in a paradoxical world where people 
have daemons, external parts of their souls.

Her journey starts with her friend, Roger, 
being kidnapped. She goes seeking for him 
with Mrs. Coulter, a strange yet powerful 
woman. Lyra finds out that she’s the leader of 
the snatchers and that she plans to test Roger 
and others in a hazardous experiment. What 
will Lyra do?

This amazing book is full of action and 
adventure and will definitely take your breath 
away. It is easy to read and it also has a TV 
series production inspired by the book. I 
highly recommend it, especially for teenagers.

By Adriana anciu, C

Miss Peregrine s ome for Peculiar Children

Miss Peregrine’s Home for 
Peculiar Children is a dark 
fantasy book series for teenagers 
and adults. It tells the story of 
Jacob Portman, a sixteen year 
old boy, who lived in the boring 
suburbs of Florida and travelled  
to a mysterious remote island of 
the coast of  Wales hoping he 
would forget about the traumatic 
unfortunate events of his 
grandfather’s unlikely death .
The best attribute of this book 
series is the portrayal of Ransom 
Riggs fantasy world. He uses 
detailed descriptions for scenery, 
character’s personality traits, 
emotions and especially horror 
episodes. He truly transports you 
into his universe and the photos 
included in the books add a 

beautiful detail.
Besides, the characters are 
very well portrayed. The author 
described them as if they were his 
own friends. Even though there 
may be quite a lot of characters, 
it’s still manageable to remember 
them. Everyone teaches you 
something. In this story there are 
also different morals, but the main 
meaning is that greed only makes 
your life worse.
I recommend this book to 
teenagers, as well as young 
adults. The story is gripping 
and once you start reading the 
first book you will have a hard 
time putting it down. Even if you 
haven’t picked up a book in a 
while this will make you want to 
read again. 

By oana Ciure , 8B
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ow To Stop Time, 
by Matt aig

The Chronicles of arnia  
The Magician s ephew,
by C S  ewis

A love story across ages, for 
ages, about a man lost in time, a 
woman who could save him and 
the life moments that teach us 
how to live. 
Tom Hazard, a man who looks 
like he is 40 years old, but who 
is actually 439, tries to escape 
reality and have a normal life. At 
the age of 13 he discovers that 
he isn’t ageing. Well he was, 
but one year for every 15 human 
years. After the death of his 
wife, rose, who was infected by 
plague in 1623, he joined the 
Albatross society, where he found 
out that he needs to change his 
identity every 8 years, so nothing 
would become suspicious. 
The Albatross society was formed 
by the people like him, who lived 
long lives.
He just wanted to have a normal 

life, so he moves back to London, 
where he becomes a history 
teacher. He finally believed that 
he could talk about the past 
without anyone suspecting 
anything. There he meets a nice 
French teacher, Camille, and 
starts to have feelings for her. 
Unfortunately, the Albatross 
society forbids everyone with his 
“disability” to fall in love.
At the same time, he is still 
searching for his long lost 
daughter who has the same 
problem as him. Will he ever 
find her? Will he live the future 
he dreams about? I hope I 
have awakened your curiosity 
to read this book, because it 
is a big-heated, wildly original 
novel about losing and finding 
oneself, the inevitability of change 
and how, with enough chances 
to learn, we just might find 
happiness.

Narnia is primarily a book 
dedicated to children / 
preteenagers. I recommend you 
to try it out because this is a 
thriller mixed with a comedy. Did 
you know that because this book 
had so much success, three 
movies were based on its catchy 
story?
The first book of the series, The 
Magician’s Nephew, could be 
called the match that lit the fire, 
a book with a potential so large, 

that it “shut the heaters down”. 
The two main characters are two 
kids – Digory and Poly. Digory’s 
uncle is a mad scientist, and also 
a sorcerer. The kids put up with 
the uncle and end up in huge 
trouble and danger, but also fun 
adventure.
I hope your curiosity is spiked 
in reading this book, which has 
become a classic. Don’t miss 
out on this great, adventurous 
journey!

By Ale andra ovu, 5A

By ma Gheorghiu, 5A
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MOVIE REVIEWS

A plastic ocean

ro en 

“Is the world really covered 
in our plastic?” 
Yes, it is. That is the 
whole purpose of the 
documentary presented in 
these lines. 
“A Plastic Ocean”, as it is 
called, proves that we cover 
our planet in knee-deep 
plastic waste, and we don’t 
even know it. Pollution is a 
very serious issue and, in 
this documentary, created 
by Craig Leeson, a lot of 
scientists come together to 
show us the importance of 
recycling and the fact that 
plastic is a very polluting 
substance that affects all 
living things surrounding us.
One of the biggest 
problems presented in this 
documentary is that there 
is no “island of plastic”, 
because plastic and toxic 

waste in general don’t 
always float, so, in some 
parts of the ocean, litter can 
go as deep as one meter, 
creating a thick membrane of 
oil and plastic bits covering 
the surface of the water.
The film has a very big 
impact on its viewers, 
depicting worrisome 
scenes that highlight the 
seriousness of this situation, 
such as the considerable 
amount of plastic that can 
be found in some birds’ 
bodies after it is ingested. 
And, most importantly, 
everything we see is real. 
This is the world we have 
ended up creating. A world 
where animals, plants and 
even humans die because 
of us, our plastic wrappings, 
and our reckless actions!
“A Plastic Ocean” is 

definitely a must-see! It’s 
worth watching it because 
it’s a wake-up call which 
makes us realize how we 
impact other life-forms on 

this planet. What is more, it 
really makes us understand 
that, if we all try, we can stop 
the massive pollution and 
destruction of our planet.

A month ago, I was invited by a 
friend to watch Frozen II and it 
was definitely worth it! The plot 
is set in an imaginary land called 
Arendel and it is mainly suitable 
for families with children over five 
years old. Even though I am much 
older than that, I immediately fell 
in love with it!
What I really appreciate about this 
movie are the characters but also 
the plot. On the one hand, the 
plot is really interesting although 
it has some scary scenes and 
characters that might disturb 
younger viewers. That is why 
it is not recommended for kids 
under five. On the other hand, the 

main characters, Anna and Elsa 
show credible aspects of human 
behaviour, which makes them 
believable and easy to sympathise 
with.
The story of Frozen II delves 
deeper into Elsa’s powers. 
Together with Anna, Kristoff, 
Olaf and Sven, she will set out 
on a dangerous but remarkable 
journey. In Frozen I, Elsa feared 
her powers were too much for the 
world. In Frozen II, she must hope 
they are enough…
To put it briefly, Frozen II is truly 
suitable for anyone who wants to 
enjoy a nice story about friendship 
or the importance of family.

By linca forni , 8A

By Adina Ghita, B
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o er

Some time ago I went to see 
the new Joker movie starring 
Joaquin Phoenix, and I can 
definitely say it is one of the 
best movies I have ever seen 
and that it is worthy of all its 
attention.
Unlike other Joker appearances 
(in The Dark Knight, the 
Batman TV movies from the 
60`s and the animated Batman 
series) this is the first one that 
shows us the origins of the 
infamous villain and how he 
actually he develops into the 
Joker. The thriller shows the 
relatively normal life of a guy 
named Arthur who works as 
a clown for various jobs, who 

suffers from a condition 
which makes him burst 

into uncontrollable 
laughter in 

awkward or 

stressful situations. Now, I don’t 
want to give spoilers, so I’m 
going to keep it short: he gets 
fired from his job for bringing a 
gun with him for self-defense, 
which angers him, resulting 
in him killing 3 Wall Street 
workers who tried to beat 
him up. The killings of the rich 
people started an unintentional 
political movement from the 
poor. And there are many 
events that make him transform 
into Joker.
My favourite part of the movie 
wasn’t even the action itself, 
but the acting and the fact that 
everything that happened could 
have easily been a product of 
his imagination because of his 
mental illness, which makes 
you intrigued and trying to 
figure out what was real and 
what wasn’t.
In conclusion, I think the Joker 
is one of the best movies I 
have ever watched, especially 
because it leaves you guessing 
what happened in Arthur’s 
life and what happened in his 
head.

By oana amfir, B
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SPORT FAN

Hello Everyone! I am Ianis and I really like football! That 
is why I decided to share with you my interest in the 
top 5 young football players from nowadays! They are 
considered the most promising football players of the 
future. I am curious to see if you agree with me! So, here 
is my top 5 for you:

“Ansu” Fati Vieira (born 
31 October 2002) is a 
professional footballer who 
plays as a left winger for the 
Spanish club Barcelona FC. 
He was born in Guinea-Bissau, 

but he represents Spain 
internationally.
He is the youngest footballer to 
ever score in the Champions 
League. Also, he is the youngest 
Barça goal scorer ever.

João Félix Sequeira (born 
10 November 1999) is a 
Portuguese professional 
footballer who plays for the 
Spanish Club Atlético Madrid 
and the Portugal national team 
as a forwarder. He can also 
play as a winger or an attacking 
midfielder. Félix initially trained 
at Porto’s youth ranks before 
moving to rivals Benfica in 2015. 
He began playing for the latter’s 

reserve side a year later and 
was promoted to the first team 
in 2018, making his professional 
debut at age 18. He helped 
Benfica win the league title in 
his first and only season with 
them and was awarded Primeira 
Liga’s Best Young Player of the 
Year. Internationally, he became 
the youngest ever player to 
score a hat-trick in the UEFA 
Europa League, aged 19.

Matthijs de Ligt is a Dutch 
professional footballer who 
plays as a defender for 
Serie A club Juventus and 
the Netherlands national 
team.
 His performances earned 
him a move to Serie A 
team Juventus, and he won 
the Kopa Trophy in 2019 
(The best young player).

By anis Mergeani, 5C

Top 5 oung ootballers

No 5

No 3

is Ansu Fati, 
17 years old.

is Joao Felix,
20 years old.

No 4
is Matthijs de Ligt, 
20 years old.
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No 2
is Erling Braut Håland,

19 years old.

Erling Braut Haaland (born 
21 July 2000) is a Norwegian 
professional footballer who 
plays as a striker for the German 
Club Borussia Dortmund and 
the Norway national team. 
Håland started his career at his 
hometown club Bryne FK in 
2016 and moved to Molde FK 
the next year where he spent 
two years. In January 2019, 
Austrian team Red Bull Salzburg 
signed him on a five-year 
contract. In the 2019–2020 
UEFA Champions League, he 
became the first teenager to 

score in five consecutive UEFA 
Champions League matches. 
On 29 December 2019, Håland 
completed a transfer to Borussia 
Dortmund for a fee reported in 
the region of €20 million.
He became the second player 
in Dortmund history to score 
three goals in their Bundesliga 
debut, after Pierre-Emerick 
Aubameyang. Håland became 
the first Bundesliga player to 
score five goals in his opening 
two games, as well as the 
fastest player to reach that tally 
(56 minutes).

Ran  ame Age Mar et Value R
1 Kylian Mbappé 21 200 mill 
2 Erling Braut Håland 19 60 mill
3 Joao Felix 20 100 mill
4 Matthijs de Ligt 20 75 mill
5 Ansu Fati 17 40 mill

Source  transfermar t com

Kylian Mbappé Lottin (born 20 December 
1998) is a French professional footballer 
who plays as a forward for Ligue 1 Club 
Paris Saint-Germain and the France 
national team. Considered one of the best 
players in the world, he is known for his 
finishing, dribbling, and speed.
Mbappé started his senior career playing 
for Ligue 1 club Monaco, where he made 
his professional debut in 2015, aged 16. 
With them, he won a Ligue 1 title, Ligue 1 
Young Player of the Year, and the Golden 
Boy award With PSG, Mbappé won two 
Ligue 1 titles, a Coupe de France, and has 
finished as Ligue 1 top scorer and won 
Ligue 1 Player of the Year. 
At the 2018 FIFA World Cup, Mbappé 
became the youngest French player to 
score at a World Cup, and became the 
second teenager, after Pelé, to score in a 
World Cup Final. He finished as the joint 
second highest goal-scorer as France won 
the tournament, and he received the Best 
Young Player and French Player of the Year 
awards for his performances.

No 1
is Kylian Mbappé, 

21 years old.
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I first discovered Red Hot Chili Peppers when 
I was about 10 but I started listening to them a 
lot when I was 12.
I was in Scotland at a summer camp where 
I signed up for the band elective. As there 
were a lot of older students too, they all liked 
different music styles but the two who caught 
my attention were David and Apollo. Apollo was 
a teenage boy, about 13 or 14. He was from 
Egypt and loved playing the drums, even though 
he had been playing piano since he was little.
David had a whole different vibe going on. 
While Apollo was a bit of an emo, David was 
the complete opposite. He was always happy 
and really outgoing. He played the bass really 
well and loved hyping up the band.
They were the ones to bring RHCP up so I 
started looking up popular songs from them and 
the next day we all decided to sing ‘Can’t Stop’.
I still remember all the lyrics and sometimes 
jam out with my father on the way to school. 
Both he and I want to go to a concert of theirs 
but they aren’t coming to Romania in 2020, 
They are coming to Europe, though to rock 
Athens (June 5) and Florence (June 13).
So, if you love rock music, I certainly 
recommend listening to some of their songs.
Red Hot Chili Peppers are an American rock 
band formed in Los Angeles in 1983. The 
group’s musical style primarily consists of 
alternative rock, as well as elements from 
other genres such as punk rock. Currently, 

By 1983, they had changed 
their name into Red Hot Chili 
Peppers, they had a loyal 
underground following and a 
recording contract with EMI. 
Their first album to reach the 
Billboard 200 charts was The 
Uplift Mofo Party Plan in 1987. 
Just as the band was 
beginning to enjoy 
commercial success, 
Slovak died of a heroin 
overdose and Irons 
left the band, leaving 
Kiedis and Flea to 
reform with Frusciante 
and Smith. Their 1989 
album, Mother’s Milk, 
became a surprise hit. 

The album went gold by early 
1990 and was followed by a 
more successful one, which 
included the band’s first top 
ten single, “Under the Bridge,” 
as well as the Grammy 
Award-winning “Give It Away.”

MUSIC WE LIKE

By Maria Chideanu, 8C

R  T C  P PP RS

the band consists of four 
members: vocalist Anthony 
Kiedis and bassist Flea, drummer 
Chad Smith, and guitarist John 
Frusciante.
Red Hot Chili Peppers are one of 
the best-selling bands of all time, 
over 80 million records being sold 
worldwide. They have also been 

nominated for sixteen Grammy 
Awards and have won six of them 
being the most successful band 
in alternative rock radio history.
They are currently holding the 
records for most number-one 
singles (13) and most top-ten 
songs (25) on the Billboard 
Alternative Songs.
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Through a number of changes, the Red Hot 
Chili Peppers continued to release albums, 
including Californication (In 1999), By the 
Way (in 2002), and Grammy-winning Stadium 
Arcadium (in 2006)
The band went on hiatus in early 2008, and 
the following year Frusciante announced that 
he had left the group to pursue a solo career.
 He was replaced on lead guitar by Josh 
Klinghoffer, who had previously played with 
the group on the Stadium Arcadium tour. 
Putting aside various side projects, the band 
returned to the studio and released I’m with 
You (in 2011). The band changed longtime 
producer Rick Rubin with Danger Mouse 
(Brian Burton) for its 11th studio album 
named The Getaway (in 2016).
The band returned to the road in February 
2019 for a month long tour featuring their first 
headlining shows in Australia in twelve years, 
including their first show in Tasmania, which was 
briefly halted due to a power outage. On March 
15, 2019, the band performed in Egypt at the 
Pyramids of Giza. The performance was live 
streamed on YouTube, Twitter and Facebook.
On July 12, 2019, the band played a four-

song show for the kids at Edwin Markham 
Middle School in Watts, Los Angeles. 
The band also performed in Abu Dhabi on 
September 4, 2019 as part of the UFC 242 
event Abu Dhabi Showdown Week.
Photographer David Mushegain posted on 
Instagram that a documentary on the band 
was in the works and that he just previewed 
it with the band with Chad Smith replying 
that he was excited to show the world the 
documentary. Josh Klinghoffer released his 
debut solo album, To Be One With You, on 
November 22, 2019. 
The album features appearances by Flea and 
former Chili Peppers drummer Jack Irons. 
The band performed at a charity event at 
the Silverlake Conservatory of Music in Los 
Angeles. This would be the band’s final show 
with Klinghoffer. Two days later Flea confirmed 
that the band’s next album would be released 
at some point in 2020.
On December 15, 2019, the band released 
a statement via their Instagram that after 
10 years, they had split with Klinghoffer and 
that John Frusciante was rejoining the band 
and this is that they said:
‘Josh is a beautiful musician who we respect 
and love. We are deeply grateful for our 
time with him, and the countless gifts he 
shared with us. We also announce with 
great excitement and full hearts, that John 
Frusciante is rejoining our group. Thank you’.
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If you are a fan of Asian food, Kunnai is 
definitely the right place for you. It is an 
exquisite Thai restaurant in Bucharest, where 
you can enjoy delicious food. I promise you 
won’t regret it!
I found out about this restaurant from a friend 
who had eaten Thai food before. At first, I 
wasn’t sure it was a great idea, especially 
because I hate spicy foods. I ordered a 
traditional dish called “pad thai”, and it tasted 
fantastic. The dessert was also amazingly 
good: coconut and mango ice-cream, it tastes 
even better than it sounds!
I also liked the fact that the food was served 
really fast, and the waiters were very polite 
and patient. It took a while to decide what to 
order, because I wasn’t familiar with Thai food, 
but it turns out I took the right decision.
In addition, I loved the interior design of the 
restaurant. It looked really impressive and it 
gave me these cool luxurious Asian vibes, 
which was a nice experience.
Even though the prices were quite high, I still 
highly recommend it for the good quality food, 
amazing services and great design.

I have recently found a great restaurant called 
Maison des Crêpes. The place is mainly 
known for its delicious pancakes; moreover, it 
is very well located in our busy capital.
The waiters are really friendly and helpful 
and the service is very quick. The restaurant 
is super spacious so you will always find a 
perfect table available for you.
They also have a large variety of food and 
drinks. If you come by for breakfast, I strongly 
recommend the Josephine pancake. It is a 
dish prepared with Nutella chocolate and 
fresh strawberries. You also have to try their 
signature rose lemonade since it is exquisite!
If you are a fan of pancakes, you must try 
Maison des Crêpes because they have a wide 
variety of pancakes and also good service!

RESTAURANT REVIEWS
unnai

Maison des Cr pes

By rina umitrescu, C

By Sabina Seitan, C
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I was shopping in Mall Promenada last month, 
and I noticed the modern colourful restaurant 
in a building nearby, on the 36th floor, so I 
decided to book a table for the next day.
I ordered a NOR burger with French fries, the 
meat was fresh and tasty and the French fries 
were crunchy. After that, I also tried the Cloud 
Above a Chocolate Nest, which was delicious 
and sweet, because the Cloud was mas of 
cotton candy.
NOR – Sky Casual Restaurant is a restaurant 
from Bucharest, placed at more than 100 
meters high, at the 36th floor. Even though the 
food is quite costly, the waiters are very friendly 
and funny and the service is great. The view 
at more than 100 meters high is incredible, as 
you can see the whole Bucharest from this 
place.
The large variety and high quality of the food 
make NOR one of the best restaurants in 
Bucharest. I highly recommend it!

Have you ever gone shopping 
to the mall telling yourself that it 
won’t take more than an hour and 
ended up spending five hours 
there instead? And every time your 
feet end up hurting and you’re so 
hungry and tired that you feel like 
you can’t even walk to your car! 
Well, if you ever find yourself in 
this situation again, treat yourself 
with a meal at “Orotoro”.
“Orotoro” is a great place to eat 
after a long shopping session. 
It’s located in Băneasa Shopping 
City and its menu mainly consists 
of burgers. This may not sound 

amazing, but if you’re like me and 
you crave a burger after spending a 
long time walking through the mall, 
this is the perfect place for you.
Another thing I like about the 
“Orotoro” is that it’s modest. 
Its food isn’t exactly exquisite 
and it doesn’t have much of 
an atmosphere, however the 
burgers are really tasty, the 
service is quick and the prices are 
reasonable. That’s pretty much 
all I need after spending hours 
walking through the mall.
If you’re someone that goes 
shopping a lot and is hungry 
and tired afterwards, I highly 
recommend “Orotoro”. It has 
tasty food, quick service and 
reasonable prices. However, if 
you want to eat exquisite foods 
in a certain setting, I don’t think 
“Orotoro” is your type.

rotoro  Ta e a brea  
and enjoy your burger!

By Silviu Ciuperc , C

By Tania allos, C

R  S y Casual Restaurant
a uni ue place to eat in Bucharest
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Brought by the creators of Street 
Fighter, Resident Evil and the 
Mega-man series, comes one of the 
most well-received games, Monster 
Hunter: WORLD. This game is the 
fifth instalment to the action series 
Monster Hunter, a series directly 
involving the player as the hunter 
in the research commission, an 
organization tasked to investigate 
different continents in search of new 
creatures to record.
One of the strongest points that 
determine the flow of the game has 
to be both you and your targets. A 
more brutal monster will worry less on 
getting hit by your attacks and focus 
on hitting you. However, the moment 
its health lowers under a threshold, 
it will change tactics and become 
defensive. This mechanism really helps 
the game feel as if you are fighting 
a real being. This aspect also gave 
Capcom the idea of creating the turf 
wars. They are a sequence where if 
two specific creatures that inhabit the 
specific area for either hunting/eating 
or nesting, the two will engage in a 
short duel that will result in either one 
losing or both tying the battle.  The 
diversity that exist starting from a basic 
giant lizard up to a metallic dragon that 
commands the winds is bewildering.
Another strength of this game is the 
equipment available to aid you. While 

the monsters have somewhat of an 
advantage over hunters, there is one 
thing that will always make players 
better than them: preparations. With 
an abundance of supporting skills that 
either make you survive more easily, 
give disadvantages to the monsters or 
boost your overall power, the players 
are able to customize the way they 
battle.  But the real bread and butter 
are the weapons, 
ranging from the Great 
Sword, aka. The Big Bad 
Sword to guns (named 
bowguns). With 14 
weapons to fit any style 
of play, you can be sure 
one will attract you. 
The third grand aspect 
of the game would 
be the world, the rich 
environment itself, 
split into four distinct 
zones. Each zone hosts 
a variety of different 
creatures, each playing 
a specific role in the 
ecosystem. The base 
of operation for your 
team will be The 
Ancient Forest, next to 
the Wildspire Waste. 
As we move farther 
into the heart of the 
continent, we discover 

the Highlands and then the Vale the 
places were the monsters are born 
and die, respectively.
All in all, as the player progresses in 
the game, one can clearly see that 
the quality of the game increases. 
Overall, playing the game is both fun 
and challenging. We recommend this 
particular game to everybody in search 
of the experience of a true hunter.

GAME REVIEW

Monster unter  R
By Mircea Tudor and Mihai Susai, A
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The once unknown Chinese firm OnePlus, 
owned by the giant OPPO, has grown its 
stocks tremendously in recent years with its 
previous and current flagships competing 
against the market’s top manufacturers.
First of all, OnePlus 6 retains a premium look, 
with a glass-backed rear in multiple finishes, the 
Midnight Black winning everyone. Its display of 
16 centimeters has the options of perfectly hiding 
the phone’s notch by bringing the notification bar 
down. The screen is what I liked the most in terms 
of sustainability, with a 2280 x 1080p AMOLED 

GADGET REVIEW
nePlus 6

By uca Popescu, A

with a glass-backed rear in multiple finishes, the 

16 centimeters has the options of perfectly hiding 
the phone’s notch by bringing the notification bar 
down. The screen is what I liked the most in terms 
of sustainability, with a 2280 x 1080p AMOLED 

display of a brightness and vividness never met. 
Additionally, you will not be disappointed with the 
hardware of OnePlus6, being powered by the 
Snapdragon 845 processor, 8 gigabytes of RAM 
and a maximum of 254 gigabytes of storage. 
However, what I am most impressed with and 
what is already a distinction is the camera’s 
quality. It uses a dual setup, a 16 MP and 20 MP 
sensor and a larger sensor for poor lightning 
surroundings. Despite lacking optimal zoom, it 
features improved slow-motion video capabilities 
of shooting 230 fps footage at 1080p.
One thing I do not like about this phone is the 
battery capacity, which was expected to be 
upgraded. With its 3300 mAH, it still drains 
power fast, but although it is lacklustre, the 
Dash-Charge fast charging technology fills 
the device in much less time than a standard 
charger. Sadly, the OnePlus 6 is not a fully 
waterproof phone, but the dual SIM support, 
both facial and fingerprint recognition and its 
proprietary OxygenOS operating system, with 
high customization power and smooth run, 
compensate for every con of this phone.
Furthermore, OnePlus has developed an 
excellent reputation for its devices, and it is 
a well warranted one. Over the course of 
time, its phones have offered an outstanding 
combination of power and price, giving the 
competitors a real run for their money. 
If you are looking for an exclusive smartphone 
experience, and your finances are a little tighter, 
the OnePlus 6 is the most suitable smartphone 
by all means. It is one of the most affordable 
phones on the market, with a launch price 
of $400. All the mentioned arguments make 
OnePlus 6 the best phone of 2018.
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TRAVELLING

Living abroad means leaving everything 
behind you and starting a new life in 
another place, in a different country. 
In my case, that country was the 
United Arab Emirates, a modern, 
Muslim country that is considered the 
most beautiful and developed in the 
Middle East.
So, in 2014, when I was just 5 years 
old, I moved from Romania to Dubai, 
and I must tell you: I just loved it! 
However, as fun as it sounds, moving 
to another country is a very big 
change, and I have to admit that, in 
the beginning this change hit me hard. 
Just to give you an idea, I will ask you 
to imagine how it would be if you had 
to step straight into first grade, from 
kindergarten, in a British school, when 
your English doesn’t go beyond hello. 
So, there I was, staring at the chuck 
board-not just a simple classic one, 
but an ultra-digital board-trying to look 
like I do understand what in the world 
the teacher was explaining to my class. 
Surviving was hard, especially in my 
first school days, when I found myself 
panicking in the middle of the hallway, 
when, all at once, everybody stopped, 
stood straight, not moving, seemingly 
not breathing as enchanted by the 
magic sound that was pouring from the 
speakers. However, I found out at last 
that no wicked wizard was taking over 
the school, it was just that every school 
day started with a national anthem of 
UAE, played in Arabic, a language even 
stranger to me at that time.

But, in the end, this was intended to be 
an article about living abroad, and for 
me, after putting behind the language 
and cultural barrier, everything turned 
into a magic life experience. Of course, 
a few survival rules must be considered 
by for a foreigner living in Dubai. You 
need to learn to speak English very well, 
otherwise you won’t, obviously, learn 

new things. For me, this worked out 
really well. Every day, my mother wrote 
a word on the back side of a card, and 
on the other side of it what it meant. 
Secondly, you need to adapt to their 
kind of work. For instance, they have 
another count of classes. In the 
Romanian education system, while 
Romanian kids are in 4th grade, the 
kids from Dubai are in 5th grade.
Three, socialise with other people, and 
find yourself any group that suits you, 
including to be on your own. I went to a 
private school, but we were 23 children 
in the class, so I could easily build 
friendships with quite a few people. 
With some of them I am still in touch.
  Four, do not forget to have fun, visit all 
the beautiful sites and enjoy the beach 
and desert camping!

Living abroad
By Sara St tulescu, 5C
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I’ve wanted to visit Australia since 
I heard about the blue, little penguins 
that live there and I wanted to see 
them. I also wanted to see koalas 
and kangaroos, so when my mother 
asked me where we should go for our 
next big trip, I suggested Australia. 
Surprisingly, my suggestion was 
accepted! Since our trip was going to 
be on the other side of the globe, we 
decided to also visit New Zealand (but 
that’s another adventure). After a long 
planning (my parents) and waiting (my 
sister and I), our trip began a week 
before Christmas.
We landed in Sydney on a nice, 
warm weather. Sydney is an amazing 
city with nice, friendly people. In the 
following days, we visited the famous 
Sydney Opera House, walked in the 
Sydney Harbour and even went on a 
cruise with a real tall ship. The next 
day we decided to visit our first wildlife 
animal park, where we petted a Koala. 
Since many asked me, I saw no fires, 
but there was smoke in the sky and it 
was very hot. 
After spending three nights in Sydney 
we flew north, to Cairns, where we 
travelled by car to Port Douglas, a nice 
village near the sea.
On our way to Port Douglas, we 
stopped at Tjapukai Aboriginal 
Cultural Park, where we had very 
interesting activities, such as: throwing 
a boomerang or a spear, watching 

people playing their traditional 
instrument, the didgeridoo and learning 
about their culture. The next day, we 
went snorkelling to the Great Barrier 
Reef.  We saw thousands of fish and I 
was lucky to see a sea turtle. 
Next, we flew to Melbourne, my 
second favourite location in our 
trip (right after Hobbiton, in New 
Zealand). The architecture of the city 
is wonderful and the city itself is full of 
colour. 
The next day, we went to Phillip Island, 
where we finally saw the highlight 
of our trip, little blue penguins. Each 
night, at sunset, people gather on 
the beach to sea the little penguins 
returning home, to their little borrows, 
after a full day of fishing. They are so 
adorable!
We also visited other wildlife parks, 
where we fed kangaroos, wallabies 
and emus, and saw other wild animals, 
such as: wombats, cassowaries (a 
dangerous bird that can kill a person), 

Tasmanian devils, dingoes.
Afterwards, we travelled on the Great 
Ocean Road, one of the most beautiful 
coastal roads in the world. We took 
a walk in the forest, where we saw 
koalas sleeping and eating, as well as 
wild kangaroos. We also went on an 
extraordinary helicopter flight, where 
we had the chance to see the 12 
Apostles and other interesting rock 
formations. 
 Great Ocean Road was the final part 
of our Australian experience. After that, 
we went to New Zealand, finally, but 
again, that’s another adventure!

My Journey to Australia

By linca B din, 5C
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One of the biggest dreams of mankind is to 
explore the Universe. The question is Why?
It is in the human nature to search for the 
unknown, to explore new territories, to go 
where no one has gone before. Besides this, 
I can think of a few more practical reasons:
- We have limited resources on this planet;
- We are now more than 7 billion people and 
the rate of the population growth is increasing;
- We are improving technology to be able to 
travel and survive into space;
- Without even knowing exactly on what extent, 
people are slowly destroying Earth;
How will we do this is a question that will find 
its answer in the next 30 or 50 years. In my 
opinion, at first, people will travel to the Moon 
more and more each year to improve the 
spaceship and life support technology until 
it will be feasible to colonise the Moon and 
establish permanent Moon bases where the 
people will work, live and create more means to 
travel further into space. I believe everybody will 
be able to go to the Moon on holidays at that 
times. Next it will be Mars, then mine the metals 
and ice on the asteroid belt and from there go 
to Jupiter and Saturn moons and beyond.
By this time, technologies like human 
hibernation pods, solar sail and other more 
powerful interstellar engines will be available 
and after that humans will try longer voyages 
towards the edges of the Solar System.
At the same time unmanned probes will be 
sent to the closest stars to search for other 
habitable worlds where people will follow.
Technology will further advance to create warp 
speed engines and giant ships able to carry tens 
of thousands of people farther and farther away 
and establish colonies on distant new worlds. 
My hope is in all this time people will not forget 
our planet, the Earth!

Will We Move to Space?

By Victor Matei utu, 5C
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Visiting Cappadocia last May was one 
of the greatest travel experiences I’d 
ever had. This region from Turkey is 
well-known for the hot air balloon trips 
that people go on. This is also why I 
visited Cappadocia in the first place. 
It is an arid region and most hotels 
were built in the remaining mountains. 
The room I stayed in was different 
from what I had ever seen because it 
looked like the inside of a cave. 
In the centre of Cappadocia, you 
can find various souvenir shops and 
restaurants with delicious food and 

excellent service. Moreover, there are 
several museums and galleries such as 
the pottery gallery or the leather shop, 
where you can find so many kinds of 
high-quality jackets, bags and shoes at 
a reasonable price. 
However, what actually made me 
like this place so much was the hot 
air balloon trip. We needed to wake 
up at 3 am in order to get to a field 
where all the balloons were, in order 
to be able to catch the sunrise. I 
firstly thought that flying in a hot air 
balloon would be terrifying, but I was 

completely wrong. The weather was 
fine, there weren’t any problems with 
the wind and the movement of the 
balloon and the views were simply 
breathtaking! 
I recommend going on this trip for 
three days at the end of spring or in 
the summer because of the better 
weather. I consider this getaway 
something that should be on 
everyone’s bucket list because the 
feeling of flying in a hot air balloon 
and seeing the world from above is 
just magical.

ee end Getaway in Cappadocia

By Teodora Puiu, B P 
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Pollution has been a problem for a 
very long time, and, as technology 
has advanced, it only became an 
even bigger threat. In Beijing the 
sun is covered by an enormous 
cloud of smog that is caused by all 
the pollution in the city. Therefore, 
the question is: will cities become 
even more polluted as technology 
improves? What do you think?

The cities of the future will be very 
different from what we know today. 
The buildings will be taller with a very 
futuristic design and many jobs will 
be available for city-dwellers. The only 
issue will remain is pollution.
As pollution has so many negative 
effects, the cities of the future will 
adapt to it. People will eventually start 
using green sources of energy, such as 

solar panels and windmills. Due to the 
technological progress, there will be 
more and more electric cars, products 
made of plastic will be banned and 
numerous garbage bins will be placed 
in every nook and cranny.
In conclusion, the cities of the future 
will adapt to pollution and try to 
overcome it by using green energy 
sources and electric cars.

Cities of the future
By uca Barbu, C
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